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 Some people dream of success… while others wake up and work hard at it. 

On June 18,  

2014,   the 

School of Con-

tinuing Educa-

tion celebrated 

the accomplish-

ments  of  our 

students during 

the Student 

Success Event 

at the Cypress College Theater. Students who had ex-

celled academically and who had overcome signifi-

cant barriers in order to continue their education 

were honored. These students demonstrated commit-

ment to learning and desire to succeed. They became 

positive role-models for all SCE students. 

The student success award winners were selected 

through instructors’ nominations. One of our ESL 

students, Beatriz Balanzar, was nominated by  Cyn-

thia Azarcon and was chosen to receive the award. 

Congratulations! 

Coming 

events ! 

 1.  Fall trimester starts on 

     September 8th, 2014 

 

2. Blood Drive 

     Anaheim, October 15 

 

3. Citizenship Fair 

     Anaheim, October 25 

     9:00a.m. - 2:00p.m. 

     Call for Appointment  

      714-621-0919 

4. No class on  

    November 8-10 

    Veteran’s Day Holiday 

 

5. Fall trimester ends on 

    November 26 

 

6. Thanksgiving Holidays   

    November  27-30 

 

7. Winter Break 

     November 29-January 4 

 

8. Winter Trimester begins 

      January 5  
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Like SCE on Facebook: 

“www.facebook.com/sce.edu 
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This year the School of Continuing Educa-

tion  organized the Scholarship Award 

Luncheon. Many SCE students received 

scholarships during this event. One of the 

recipients was our ESL student, Eduardo 

Nunez.  

In the picture: Mr. Nunez with the Provost, 

Greg Schultz. 

 

Please read the information below to learn 

more about this exceptional student:  

 Mr.  Nunez is an English as a Second Lan-

guage (ESL) student who has demonstrated 

dedication and commitment to learning.  In 

the morning he has a job that is physically ex-

hausting; nonetheless, he still finds the 

strength to ride his bike to Wilshire Cen-

ter.  When he arrives to Wilshire Center, he goes straight to the ESL Computer Lab, where he 

spends two to three hours Monday through Thursdays.  He spends most of that time using 

Reading Horizons; a computer reading program that teaches reading strategies.  Since he start-

ed using Reading Horizons he has significantly improved his pronunciation, reading and writ-

ing skills.   After he is done in the ESL computer lab, he goes to his ESL class, furthermore, he 

also spends considerable amount of time in the High School Lab.   It is truly admirable the ded-

ication that Mr. Nunez demonstrates to his academic advancement. 

Did you know that the North  Orange County Community College District’s 

School of Continuing Education (SCE) was established in 1930? 

 

Congratulations 

to students from 

   Zara Maske’s 

Citizenship class 

who have recent-

ly become Ameri-

can citizens. 
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Did you know that SCE is the fourth largest community-college based non-credit program in California? 

Thank you to all students for attending our ESL program. However, the students of  

the following classes deserve a special appreciation from our faculty and staff for their  

excellent attendance: 

1. Advanced 8:00 a.m. class at Anaheim.  Instructor—Blake Pederson  

2. Beginning-Low 7:30 p.m. class at Anaheim. Instructor—Pedro Stasiuk  

3. Beginning-High 8:00 a.m. class at Cypress. Instructor— Annie Gilbert  

4. Beginning-High 5:00 p.m. class at Cypress. Instructors— Alvin Jimenez and  

                                                                                                    Cynthia Azarcon  
5. Intermediate-High 8:00 a.m. class at Wilshire. Instructor—Joann Skliar  

6. Intermediate-High 7:30 p.m. classes at Wilshire. Instructor—Janna Brink  

7. ESL morning class at Topaz Elementary school. Instructor—Julie Jackson 
8. ESL evening class at St. Boniface Church. Instructor—Luis Ramirez 

9. Intermediate Grammar Review at Cypress. Instructor— Marc Kepler 

10. Academic Success classes in Cypress. Instructors—Gizelle Ponzillo and  
                                          Diana Rivers Senghor  

The instructors of these classes received the Best Attend-

ance Award during the Teacher Appreciation Day on June 

6, 2014. 

My name is Hakam Ghanim, a graduate student in linguistics at Cali-

fornian State University, Fullerton. I am from Iraq. My major is Ap-

plied Linguistics; I have always been fascinated in learning languages 

and teaching them as well. I took the volunteering opportunity with 

Project SHINE. I am now volunteering in Mrs. Murphy’s Beginning 

Low class at NOCCCD, School of Continuing Education at Wilshire on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5-7 PM. I am enjoying my time with the 

students and the teacher. I have great experiences with the students in a 

real ESL class; I also meet a lot of loving people and students. 
 

In the picture: Gizelle Ponzillo, Academic Success Instructor, is re-

ceiving the Best Attendance Award from  the ESL Program Manager, 

Jorge Gamboa, and from the Special Project Manager, Dennis Sauers. 
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On June 6th, our ESL students had a wonderful time with the Pacific Orchestra at the 

Segerstrom Center of Arts in Costa Mesa. The evening’s concert featured a Carmina Burana  

program that focused on children and hope, as well as meditation on  life’s greater ques-

tions. Carmina Burana’s extraordinary power and beauty have ensured its place as one of 

the most popular choral works of the 20th century.  

Joyce Bash, a member of the Founder’s Plus, provided Mary Makena with free tickets for 

her Beginning-High ESL class at Anaheim. Founder’s Plus is a support group of the Center 

of Arts. It has been giving NOCCCD students free tickets for the past 9 years to experience 

concerts and performances at the Orange County Performing Art Center. 

Students greatly appreciate the Founder’s Plus for the incredible opportunity to experience 

classical music that brought NOCCCD students and faculty together. 

 

Did you know that SCE has three continuing education centers in Anaheim, Cypress, and Fullerton (Wilshire)? 
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Did you know that SCE has a 53-seat ESL assessment center at the Anaheim Campus? 

 

 Students of Gizelle Ponzillo’s 

Academic Success Reading/Writing 

class wrote short stories about their 

life experiences. The book with stu-

dents’ writing was published in the 

summer. The “authors” were 

thrilled to receive their books in 

September when they came back to 

school.  
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MISSED “THE RADIO SHOW?” 

By Cathee Mang 

“There’s no business like show business...”  The 

Anaheim Players (formerly The Wilshire Players) 

presented “The Radio Show”on Thursday, June 12, 

2014 at 10 A.M. on SCE’s Anaheim Campus.  

“The Radio Show” was a 30 minute comedy about 

an “old timey” radio station which airs plays, news, 

and commercials.  Directed by Cathee Mang, most 

of the actors were students’ from Cathee’s Drama 

for Communication and Oral Interpretation classes.  

Students prepared monologs—1 person speeches 

from plays; scenes—parts of plays; news stories; 

and commercials as assignments in class.  Later 

these were put together into a “radio show” with a 

radio announcer.   

Gus Maldonado did an excellent job as the Radio 

Announcer and Steven in “Just One.” In fact, all of 

the Players in this ensemble performance did a 

very good job in the multiple roles they played.  

Ernest Days skipped into a photography commer-

cial about a company which took photos that aged 

while the subject stayed young.  Natalya Dollar, an 

ESL faculty member billed as the Mystery Woman, 

played his mother.  Kathleen did a funny “Italian 

Express” commercial as Julie Caesar instead of Jul-

ius Caesar.  Teresa Chan played the nervous, chain 

smoking Mrs. Smith who was unable to identify a 

man who was spying on her with binoculars.  

NASA played an angry TV broadcaster in an ex-

cerpt from “Network” and made the audience get 

up and yell with him.  Wearing a fake mustache, 

Marcos Briones, played a cheap detective who tries 

to romance a rich woman.  Khan Cao was the 

show’s Technical Assistant and ran sound and the 

video camera. 

Audience members enjoyed the performance.  If 

you missed “The Radio Show,” you missed out!  

Look for the next drama performance in the 2014-

15 school year.    

Ernest Days, Teresa Chan, and NASA (L to R) disguise 

themselves as the 3 Little Pigs in a Hog Wild Con-

struction commercial. 

Did you know that SCE is accredited by the Accrediting Commis-

sion of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges? 

Ernest Days plays the 

Officer in 

"Spying". 

Kathleen as Julie Caesar, who is 

able to conquer the world in 

an Italian Express commer-

cial. 

Kathleen and Marcos Briones as Mrs. Stuffington and 

Felix T. Filibuster (L to R) in am excerpt from "A 

Night at the Nutcracker" commercial.   

Gus Maldonado and Ern-

est Day as Steven and 

Matthew (L to R) in 

"Just One". 
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 WANNA STUDY THEATRE? 

By Cathee Mang 

Think you might want to try acting?  Or improve your presentation skills?  Want to become more 

confident speaking in English in front of a group?  If your answer to any of these questions is 

“Yes,”consider taking Drama for Communication or Oral Interpretation.  You can also get extra 

practice in “Theatre Lab.” 

In Drama for Communication this term, students focused on memorized theatre pieces and learned 

acting techniques and theatre history.  In Oral Interpretation, students focused on reading techniques 

and learned presentation skills.  In both classes, students improved reading and pronunciation skills, 

and learned new vocabulary words.  Students also learned a little about  

“the business of the business”—that is, how to get a real world job in theatre or the film and TV in-

dustry.  They also took a tour of Fullerton College campus to learn about the theatre and film/TV 

programs offered there.  Two of the Anaheim Players read several short plays and scenes in “Theatre 

Lab” before choosing “Just One” to rehearse for the final drama performance on June 12th.  Later, 

other Players put in extra rehearsal time during Theatre Lab.    

If you are interested in one of these courses, go to the ESL Learning Lab at Anaheim, Cypress, or 

Wilshire campuses to sign up or put your name on a list.      

Did you know that SCE has three English-as-a-Second Language computer learning labs? 

Students adapt Balinese mask designs using mask 

forms and acrylic paint.  Masks are used in dance 

dramas in Bali, Indonesia.  

Kathleen as Lady Bracknell in an excerpt 

from "The Importance of Being Earnest"  
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This year our ESL program hosted a Re-

source Fair. Many organizations from the 

community shared their services with our 

students. In the pictures, there are students, 

faculty and staff at the Resource Fair at Wil-

shire campus. 

Did you know that SCE serves about 40,000 students annually? 
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Did you know that the School of Continuing Education is a part of the North Orange County  

Community College District that encompasses approximately 155 square miles? 

The last day of classes was very 

busy for Cypress ESL students, 

faculty, and staff. All of them 

went to the park and had a pic-

nic with delicious food, games, 

dancing, and awards.  
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Students from Ranmalee Perera’s class  participated in the  class project: 

Research Paper. Students researched different topics and presented their 

papers in class.  

               Why Speaking English Well is Important  
 It’s easy to answer the question. It’s because to communicate properly, to understand each other 

rightly, and to live comfortably, I need to speak English well. As for me however, speaking Eng-

lish was one of my challenges and since my youth, I have wanted to make it come true. A quarter 

of a century has passed instantly, after all of my children have grown up, luckily I got a chance to 

study English in the U.S. I want to improve my English level at least as much as I can to earn 

some income, using it in the U.S. When I was living in Japan, English was one of my strong 

skills. People study English to get a better job or to get a promotion. But here in the U.S. English 

is only a tool. It’s just a language we daily use. Despite the kind of skills you have, without the 

ability of speaking English as a communication tool, nothing else will start. The fact that I cant 

speak English well, is a huge problem for me now.                                                                                                                               

                                                                                 Atsuko Suzuki   

Did you know that SCE serves students ranging from preschoolers to seniors? 
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  On May 29th, ESL students went to visit The Getty Villa Museum which is located in 

the Pacific Palisades in Los Angeles. This museum opened in 1974 

and is owned by Paul Getty. Students enjoyed the large collection of 

Greek and Roman works of art such as statues, jewelry, photographs 

and even a mummy. The museum also offers an opportunity to ex-

perience Ro-

man-style 

gardens, 

which in-

clude among 

others a 

vegetable garden, an inner courtyard 

showing a pool surrounded by grape 

vines-covered pillars. Being able to see 

and learn about these very ancient ob-

jects of art was an amazing experience for all. Make sure you visit the Getty Villa Museum 

next time you are in LA. 

Cathee Mang's Anaheim Academic Success class took a tour of the Anaheim 

Central Library during the Winter 2014 term.  Cathee's students looked for mon-

ologues (theatre speeches for one person) and scenes (parts of plays for 2 peo-

ple to act out). 

Did you know that our  ESL program offers ESL level classes, literacy classes, citizenship 

classes, and Academic Success classes? 
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Students from Cynthia Azarcon’s Intermediate-Low  8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

classes were working on the EL Civics Task 3. They compared different meth-

ods of payment. Students were first put in groups to discuss the advantages 

and disadvantages, and then they came up to the board to describe the best 

payment methods. 

Did you know that our ESL program provides instruction at 100 off-campus locations? 
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For students who hold a full time job, coming to class four nights a week can be a 

challenge. Nevertheless, the students in the Advanced Low ESL class at Cypress 

College take it in stride attending consistently and bringing a wealth of life skills 

to the class. For example, amongst various class activities, discussions and guid-

ed conversations are particularly enjoyed by all students. In particular, Alberto 

Gonzalez-Diaz went a step further and applied his strategic learning skills by cre-

ating a set of index cards; each card includes the useful expressions we studied in 

different unit chapters. What a practical idea, Alberto! Now the English language 

is on your fingertips. Also, students experiment with their composition writing. 

For this production skill in particular, our congratulations go to Robinson Soto 

who, while practicing writing in class, discovered his talent as technical writer 

when the owner of the company he works for assigned him the compilation of a 

User Manual. Kudos to you, Robinson! Keep up the good work. In addition, stu-

dents must be recognized also for the human touch that keeps the community 

spirit alive within the classroom. A special recognition goes to Maria Cadenas 

who brings her cheerful disposition in class every night and to all students who 

share their stories and participate actively to class initiatives. In particular, Rob-

erto Hernandez keeps students in touch via email with Javiera Llanteu a student 

from Chile where she returned after attending two quarters in our class. It’s al-

ways good to hear from Javiera, we wish her much success. Over all, the partici-

pation and the dedication of the Cypress College Advanced Low students proves 

that a few hours invested in learning and sharing in class four nights a week 

brings big returns in their academic, professional, and personal life, as well. 
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FAMILY PROBLEM PROJECT  

Mrs. Myers’ students at Rio Vista Elementary School found Winter EL Civics study “Family Problem” 

a very important and valuable topic to talk about. Students learned a wealth of helpful information they 

can use in real life situations. At the end of the study, all of the class members worked on a big project 

in groups. The class was divided into three large groups such as Elder Abuse, Spousal Abuse and Child 

Abuse. Each group of students had to collect information from the Internet and other sources of infor-

mation to put together a poster and a Power Point Presentations which were used during the groups’ 

oral presentation at the end of the project. The groups consisted of students of different levels. Each 

member was assigned a role such as recorder, director, editor and presenter. The students were given a 

written directions for each step of the project. Students did an excellent job putting a poster and a pow-

er point presentation together as well as the oral presentation. All the oral presentations were well re-

hearsed with lots of valuable information. Job well done!!!  

Spousal Abuse group included the following students: Mayra San Juan, Kristy S. Matias, Maricela 

Aguirre, Rosalba  Cortes, Belem Resendiz, Cecilia Alatorre,  Rogelio Velasquez, Alicia Ayon and Ju-

dith Guerrero. 

Elder Abuse group consisted of the following students: Maria Lugo, Dong Nguyen, Maria Alvarez, 

Maria Cedillo, and Diem Nguyen.  

Child Abuse group included the following students: Rana Abbas, Jeni Espinoza, Gabriela Espinoza, 

Esmeralda Castillo, Silvia Antunez , Laura Hernandez and Xochitl Bravo. 
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Did you know that  SCE awarded high school diplomas to 405 students in 2013? 

In the pictures: 

Students from Victoria 

Myers’ class are working 

on their posters about 

the EL Civics objective: 

Family Problems.  
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Did you know that SCE serves students from 18 different cities? 

Public Speaking class was offered in the summer as a specialty class. 

Students prepared speeches and created their PowerPoint presenta-

tions using iPads. They chose different topics. Some of them described 

their families and their countries. Others talked about their favorite 

books or food. During the last week of class, students were very excit-

ed  to do their presentations in front of the class.  
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Did you know that 8,689 ESL students took the EL Civics test in 2012-2013? 

                    The Battle of Puebla  

 
The Battle of Puebla took place on May 5. 1862 near 

the city Puebla, during the French Intervention in 

Mexico. In those times the Mexican Army did not 

have enough soldiers to protect themselves from the 

French. The Mexican army knew very well the ter-

rain, the land, and were able to hide in caves, or plac-

es that were safe, so the French army, couldn't see 

them. The Mexicans defended themselves with ma-

chetes, rocks and sticks. The French did not know 

where they were coming from when the Mexican at-

tack came. At the same time, it was raining really 

hard which helped the Mexicans. Through this, they 

were able to win the Battle of Puebla.  

  

                                                   Evelia Alvarez,  

  Cinco De Mayo; May Fifth                             

(La Gran Batalla De Puebla; The Great Battle of 

Puebla 

 Cinco De Mayo (Spanish for the “fifth of 

May’) is celebrated in the United States and in 

Mexico, primarily in the state of Puebla, where 

the Holiday is called El Dia de la Batalla de Pue-

bla (English: The Day of the Battle of Puebla). It 

originated with Mexican-American communities 

in the American West as a way to commemorate 

the cause of freedom and democracy during the 

first years of the American Civil War, and today 

the date is observed in the United States as a cel-

ebration of Mexican Heritage and pride. In the 

state of Puebla, the date is observed to commem-

orate Mexican army’s unlikely victory over 

French forces at the Battle of Puebla on May 5, 

1862, under the leadership of General Ignacio 

Zaragoza Seguin, Cinco de Mayo is not Mexico’s 

Independence Day– the most important national 

patriotic holiday in Mexico– which is celebrated 

on September 16.  

                 Juna Puentes  

 Abraham Lincoln 

I want to resemble Abraham Lincoln 

 because he did many important things for 

our country. For instance, Lincoln  helped many, 

many poor people and led us to the end of slav-

ery in the United States. Abraham Lincoln kept 

the North and South together and saved the Un-

ion. Also Abraham was the 16th President of the 

United States and one of the most famous presi-

dents in the United States' history of the Consti-

tution. Because of this, I admire Abraham Lin-

coln.     Gonzalo  



 

 
 

Thank you  to our students, faculty, and staff for their contributions to the 

ESL Spotlight!  

 Contributors:  
 

 Jorge Gamboa, Dennis Sauers, Candace Lynch-Thompson, Alice Niyonda-

gara, Mary Makena, Zara Maske, Fouton Hasan,  Victoria Myers, Cynthia 

Azarcon, Cathee Mang, Elaine Pearse, Josie Murphy,  Gizelle Ponzillo, Jen-

nifer Perry, Ranmalee Perera, Hilda Rivera. 

To Contact Newsletter Staff: 
 

Dennis Sauers (Chief Advisor) 
 (714) 808-4570 

Natalya Dollar (Editor) 

(714) 808-4564 

E-mail: ndollar@sce.edu 
 

ESL Department Office:   

(714)  808-4638 
 

1830 W. Romneya Drive 

Anaheim, CA 92801 

Phone: (714) 808-4638 

NOCCCD School of 
Continuing Education, ESL 
Department Newsletter  
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Last year SCE, ESL Program purchased 

three iPad carts (30 iPads in each cart) for 

instructors to use in class.  Most of the in-

structors at Anaheim campus received an 

in-class iPad training. ESL students used 

different ESL apps and were excited to 

discover numerous options for learning 

English. 
Most of the apps are free and can be downloaded 

to cell phones too. The most popular free iPad 

apps are: 

Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 

Dragon Dictations, Irregular Verbs, 

Phonics Genius, Evernote, 

Speaking Pal, Idioms and Kidioms, TEDict, 

Khan Academy, and USA Learns. 

   To tell the truth, all languages are a little 

crazy and have phrases that contradict 

themselves. That’s because languages are 

invented by people, not computers. As such, 

language reflects the creative asymmetry of 

the human race. English is no exception. 

Let’s look at the number of familiar English 

words and phrases that turn out to mean 

the opposite of what we think they mean:  

1. A Waiter: Why do they call food servers 

waiters when it’s the customers who do 

the waiting? 

2. Doughnut Holes: Aren’t those little 

treats really doughnut balls?         The 

holes are what is left in the original 

doughnut.  

3. A Nonstop Flight: Never get on one of 

those. You will never get down. 

4. Pull up a chair:  We don’t really pull up 

a chair; we pull it along the ground.  

5. Watch your head: You can see this sign 

on low doorways, but its hard to under-

stand how to follow the instructions. 

Trying to watch your head is like trying 

to bite your teeth.  

6. A hot cup of coffee: Here again the Eng-

lish language gets us in hot water. Who 

cares if the cup is hot? Surely we mean a 

cup of hot coffee.  

7. Put on your shoes and socks: This is a 

very difficult maneuver. Most of us put 

on our socks first, then our shoes.  


